
Please distribute this email with the attached document to all advisory board members for discussion at 
the first meeting on Nov. 18th. 
 
From: Robin_Eychaner@doh.state.fl.us [mailto:Robin_Eychaner@doh.state.fl.us]  
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2008 1:52 PM 
To: CViscito@bellsouth.net 
Subject: School Restrooms Pre-k thru 3rd grades 
 
Hello Charles, 
  
Thank you for your inquiry regarding restrooms for pre-k through third grades at educational facilities in 
Dade County.  As you know the Department of Health has rule writing authority in 381.006(16) for group 
care facilities, which includes schools, and has written rule 64E-13 of the Florida Administrative Code 
(FAC) for educational facility standards.  This rule applies to both public and private schools.   
  
I received your faxed floor plan (attached), questions about the recent remodeling to create more pre-K 
through third grade classrooms, and with the additional information provided in the conversation we had 
on 4-10-08 regarding the details of the facility plans.  As requested, I am providing a written explanation 
of the restroom requirements of 64E-13, FAC, as they relate to the floor plan provided.  As a reminder, 
this response is base on the limited information provided and I have not visited the school nor reviewed a 
plan drawn to scale of the school facility. 
  
64E-13 Rule Language: 
(6) Sanitary Facilities. Every school plant shall be provided with toilet and hand washing facilities for all 
occupants. These facilities shall be located for convenient student access and faculty supervision and 
kept clean and in good repair. Faculty and staff facilities shall be provided in separate rooms from student 
facilities. 
(a) Toilet Facilities. 
1. Preschool grades through grade three shall be provided with toilet and handwashing facilities located 
within or adjoining classrooms and such toilet rooms shall be considered adequate without urinals. 
Common toilet facilities for both sexes shall not be allowed above the third grade. 
  
This language requires restrooms to be adjoining or inside the pre-k through third grade classrooms.  If a 
restroom in not inside the classrooms, then we would require an adjoining restroom.  Adjoining means 
that the classroom and the restroom would have to share a wall, but the restroom does not necessarily 
have to open into the classroom, although it is preferred.  The reason for the location requirement for the 
classroom is;  younger children typically have less bladder control and tend to urinate more often than 
older children and adults, having the restroom in or adjoining the classroom affords the student easy 
access to the restroom and this helps to prevent incontinence accidents.  Also, from a public health 
standpoint it affords much more visibility to make sure children are following good personal hygiene after 
using the restroom, like hand washing with soap and water.  Proper handwashing is the number one 
method to prevent the spread of disease or illness. 
  
The information you provided in conversation and the faxed floor plan indicates that the proposed 
classrooms for the pre-k through third grades do not meet the requirements for 64E-13, FAC.  If the 
school is a public school it must meet the requirements in the statewide building code in the section for 
Statewide Requirements for Educational Facilities (SREF), Chapter 64E-13, FAC, and several other rules 
such as fire safety, food hygiene , etc.  Chapter 64E-13, FAC, standards apply provided there is no 
conflict with SREF standards.  At this time, I am not aware of any conflicting requirements in SREF 
related to this particular restroom requirement in Chapter 64E-13, FAC.  
  
Your question about classrooms that share or room swap for 1/2 the day in class room 1 and the other 
half of the day in a separate classrooms, would have to meet the restrooms requirements that is most 
restrictive.  For example, if a classroom  had second graders in the first half of the day and fourth grades 



in the second have of the day, as a normal/routine school day Monday through Friday, then the room 
would have to meet the restroom requirements for the second grade class to remain compliant.  This 
would not be the case for a library/media center, where the classes just use the room for a shortened and 
limited amount of time periodically (i.e., 1-3 hours a week). 
  
I would encourage the local school representative to contact the local county health department's 
environmental health section, in Dade County, at phone number (305) 623-3500.  Communication 
between the local school board and the county health department is important and will help in making 
informed decisions.  It would be wasteful to expend money to remodel storage spaces into classrooms, 
only to find they are not compliant with the standards in rule related to public health. 
  
For more information about the DOH requirements for schools, please visit our website at 
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/Environment/community/group/sch.htm.  
  
Sincerely, 

Robin L. Eychaner, RS, CEHP  
Group Care Program Manager  
850 245-4444 x2457  
850 487-0864 Fax  
Robin_Eychaner@doh.state.fl.us  
   
Please tell us how we are doing... http://www.doh.state.fl.us/environment/community/hsec_survey.htm 

"The Mission of the Bureau of Community Environmental Health is to promote and protect the health of all 
Florida residents and visitors through a comprehensive series of preventive health programs and the 
surveillance and investigation of environmentally related diseases". 

DOH Mission:  To promote and protect the health and safety of all people in Florida through the delivery 
of quality public health services and promotion of health care standards. 

Please note: Florida has a very broad public records law. Most written communications to or from state 
officials regarding state business are public records available to the public and media upon request.  Your 
e-mail communications may therefore be subject to public disclosure. 

 

  
 


